GET READY FOR THE

2025 EPSO AD5S
Generalist Exam
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¢ Today's speaker

e EU Training co-founder

e Expert on EU careers
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e Former EU Official

Connect with me:
linkedin.com/in/andras-baneth

e Author of The Ultimate EU Test Book
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/andras-baneth/

EPSO
Selection process
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- EPSO selection process

Submit
application

Supporting
Documents

Selection
Tests

Eligibility
checks

Reserve

list

Recruitment



EPSO Generalist
Administrators (AD5)

Competition overview
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Disclaimer:
The Notice of Competition in July 2025

will be the official source of information.
What we share today is subject to change.




- Positions available

One single profile

AD5 Generalists




Where will you work?

Brussels

Luxembourg

@ EU representations, delegations



b Place of work
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European ‘

European Parliament

EUROPEAN
COURT
OF AUDITORS

Council of the
European Union

COURT OF JUSTICE
OF THE EUROPEAN UNION

, European Committee
D>> of the Regions

European Economic
and Social Committee

EDPS

European
Ombudsman

EUROPEAN DATA
PROTECTION SUPERVISOR
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What will you do?
EU OFFICIALS
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WHAT MY FRIENDS THINKIDO  WHAT SOCIETY THINKS I DO

WHAT MY BOSS THINKS I DO




Are you eligible?

[ GENERAL REQUIREMENTS ]

[ SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS ]




General requirements

[E,/ EU citizenship ]

[IZ Fulfilled military service requirements ]

[IZ Meet the character requirements ]




" Specific requirements

[IZ Knowledge of at least 2 EU languages

@Z Qualifications and work experience
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- Language rules

You must know at
least two official EU
languages

Thorough knowledge
& Language1 (minimum C1 level) of one of
the 24 official EU languages.”

Good command (minimum

B2 level) of any of the
L 2
&/ lLanguage remaining 23 official EU

languages.*

*Official details of requirements will be in the Notice of Competition.
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Qualifications

Completed 3 year university
@ diploma in any field™

*Official details of requirements will be in the Notice of Competition.



WHY IS THIS A GREAT
OPPORTUNITY?
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Great benefits

Health Insurance

Attractive salaries

European Schools

Let's
calculate;




© eutraining.eu

Salary calculator

Based in Brussels less than 6 months (eligible

for expatriation allowance)? YES
Which grade? AD5
Salary step? 1
Eligibile for household allowance? NO
MONTHLY SALARY NET (rough estimate) 4 800 EUR

*Actual monthly allowance you receive as an EU official may differ
from the amounts indicated here. This is just an estimate.

Calculate your
possible EU Salary:
EU Training

Salary Calculator



https://eutraining.eu/salary-calculator
https://eutraining.eu/salary-calculator

EPSO
COMPETITION PHASES
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EPOS competition phases

Application EPSO tests Eligibility Reserve list
process checks
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Step 1: Application process

EU Login
One account, many EU services

Single Candidate Portal

Create an account
What you need to do:

Help for external users

e Create an EU Login account. First name

Last name

e Use it apply for this, and any
other EPSO competition sl

Confirm email

email language

English (en)




¢ Step 1: Application process

My account o Competitions «

Application submitted online
In any of the 24 official EU
languages

Upload supporting

EPSO Account (later)

Source: https://eu-careers.europa.eu/en/how-apply-competition-overview

= My submitted applications

documents directly to your o

APPOO011086

Home & My Application 4

Roference Numbar

EPSOVADG 222024

P02 ESPOPIMM B4201
APPOOOT113Y HR/rew234
r ] ' ESPOPIMAMABAR2OM

APPO001896  oplitesl/paginabon/application

Rows 1-50f 5

Titlo

Tos! [anguage incompatibility
PiM TEST 1109 v1

Tes! admission croation for CM
PiM TEST 1109 v

epliestpagination/applicaton/! litle

I T B B

?r Modify or cancel
| the deadline is nc

Ddrrn comn. oy o =

30/09/2024 08:39:29 Canc
04/10/2024 10-03:55 Ongol
31/10/2024 10:33:32 Valida



Step 2: EPSO tests

Reasoning Skills EU Knowledge EUFTE
Test Test (Written Test)
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- Reasoning skills test
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towards final score*®

Verbal reasoning

Numerical reasoning

Abstract reasoning

*Official details of requirements will be in the Notice of Competition.
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Verbal reasoning

Text passage

Outside
information

(?

Question

Generalisations

20 (?) QUESTIONS 35 (?) MINUTES

©]

Statements

Possibility vs.
fact

9

One correct
answer

Similar wording



Numerical reasoning

10 (?) QUESTIONS 20 (?) MINUTES

=7 353 i o

Data
interpretation

Reasoning Estimation Calculation
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¢ Abstract reasoning

10 (?) QUESTIONS 10 (?) MINUTES
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¢ Reasoning skills test scoring

A/V/N SCORING

pass / fail
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Numerical Reasoning Verbal reasoning Abstract Reasoning
0/10 0/20 0/10
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Purpose of the reasoning skills tests

\ \\

Reveals aptitudes Helps find suitable
and abilities candidates

O \\

Most
efficient/unbiased
method

‘Selecting out’



General rules for time management

DON'T GET STUCK!
Questions are not in order of increasing difficulty

© eutraining.eu

»

X

SKIP MARK RULE OUT
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¢ Verbal Reasoning Test | How to Prepare

Increase reading speed!

Word-
chunking

Use peripheral
vision

Use a timer
and set a goal
e 45 seconds to read the text
e 4to 5 seconds per statement
25 seconds per question

Speed improvement sites: readspeeder.com / spreeder.com
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Numerical Reasoning Test
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Numerical Reasoning Test

‘l

- General Tips
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" Numerical Reasoning Test | Concepts

Addition

> ( Per Capita Calculation

Subtraction

> ( Speed-Time-Distance

CNCNC N\ D

NN NG AN

Multiplication ) < Unit Exchange
Division > ( Deduction
Percentage Estimation
Percentage Point Ranking

Ratios

Rounding
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|
¢ Abstract Reasoning Test

10 - 20 questions
(check NoC)

1 minute
per question

Set of 5 steps -
what is the next
step?

Biggest issue:
wasting time on
first few questions
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" Abstract Reasoning Test | Time Breakdown

PHASE I: PHASE II;
6-7 minutes 2-3 MINUTES

e Problematic
gquestions
e More complex rules

e 5-10 seconds per
guestion

e No pattern? SKIP!

e Found a rule? SOLVE!

3

PHASE llI:
1-2 MINUTES

JOLLY JOKER
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¢ EU Knowledge Test”

Language 2*

Pass mark needs to
be reached*

) =
Must be among o=

highest scoring™

General EU

Duration Pass mark
knowledge

40 (?) minutes 30 (?) questions 15 (?)/30 (?)

Ranking determines...”

...If EUFTE is scored
..If eligibility is checked
...reserve lists

*Official details of test requirements will be in the Notice of Competition.
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History of the EU*

Legislative procedures
of the EU: OLP

Legislative procedures
of the EU: Special
legislative procedures

Legislative procedures of
the EU: Comitology

Which topics covered?

Legislative procedures
of the EU: Budgetary
procedure

Institutions of the
European Union:
European Commission

Institutions of the
European Union:
European Parliament

Institutions of the
European Union: Council
of the EU & European
Council

Institutions of the
European Union: CJEU

Institutions of the
European Union: EEAS

EU course script
Institutions of the
European Union:
other institutions,
bodies & EU agencies
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Which topics covered?

The Euro & Economic
governance

Energy policy

Climate Change

Environment

External Action & CSDP

Better Regulation

Internal Market

Competition

Enlargement

Digital Economy

Migration & Asylum

Research

Agriculture
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Resources

-

Consultancies: Some consultancies like Publyon, Lanzcape etc. give analysis
of policies as soon as they come out. Check their website & Linkedin

Books: Check on John Harper Publishing’s website

i

European Legislative Observatory: Detailed updates on ongoing legislation
and nifty summaries.

AR

Legislative Train Schedule: Useful with great quick updates.

European Parliament Research Service: Excellent site on EU Legislation in
Progress and a database with ready-made analyses you can use.

EU Policy Briefings: 18 briefings available on EU Training, 2 are free
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Resources

e N
EU Press Corner has a searchable database which you can use as an ultimate
cheatsheet as the press releases also serve as summaries, FAQs, and
infographics.

\_ Y,

e ™
EURACTIV & Politico: Policy briefings and newsletters.

\_ Y,

e ™
Think Tanks: Bruegel, EPC, Epicenter... offer insightful publications
on various topics.

\_ Y,

e ™
Thought Leaders: Follow experts on LinkedIn for real-time insights.

_ Y,

e ™
Dutch Government BNC Fiches: Summaries of EC proposals (for Dutch speakers)

\_ Y,




ining.eu

© eutra

ow to prepare: EU Course (on EU Training)

EU Commission

no later than 1 September
in practice by the
end of April or early May
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- budger I'FB

Council of the EU

EU Parliament

27 Member States
discuss it in the Council

42 days in
which to
respond to it

adopt Council of EU

fully justified fully justified @
position position £=5

EU Commission

forwards the position to the EP by
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proposes amendments,
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withim 14 days
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¢ How to prepare: EU Course (on EU Training)

legislative act
proposal

EU Commission

first reading

- fail to reach \ . -
Council of the EU  agreement EU Parliament

Council adopts
different position
from EP

further
negotiations

- second reading

Council of the EU EU Parliament




How to prepare: EU Course on Spotify

EU Course: History,
Institutions, Procedures

Podcast « Andras Baneth
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EUFTE | Essay on General EU Matters*

S

Public document ahead
of time*

L

Pass/fail*
(must reach pass mark)

Duration

40 (?) minutes 0(?)/10(?) 5(?)/10(?)
Assignment based on public document
released two weeks before exam
Only written communication skills assessed

Not a language test

*Official details of test requirements will be in the Notice of Competition.
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How to prepare

.................... Study ‘clear writing’ methods and techniques’
.................... Look at background files based on EPSO'’s real WT files

.................... Do EUFTE simulations
.................... EUFTE Insights Webinar on 4 June 2025

.................... Allocate time to analyse document 2 weeks before exam®
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¢ Step 3: Eligibility checks

Candidate's eligibility only checked IF they have™:

@Z Reached the passmark in AVN ]

[IZ Highest scores on EU Knowledge test ]

@Z Reached the passmark on the EUFTE ]

Declarations Vs Documents

*Official details of eligibility checks will be in the Notice of Competition.



Step 4: Reserve list

[ Not ranked, in alphabetical order ]

[ Notification in your EPSO account ]

[ Recruitment services ]




HOW TO
GET THE JOB
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How to get the job

Prepare for 1-hour
per day or 10-hours
per week

N

v v

Practise for Learn the test
10-12 weeks methodology

Stay
persistent

N

v

Do lots of test
simulations
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¢ Reasoning sKkills

w) Practice questions
e Verbal Reasoning - 24 LANGUAGES!
e Numerical Reasoning
e Abstract Reasoning

w) Reasoning Skills Workshops
) Personal Coaching

> Webinars
e FREE Beginners’' webinars
e Pro Tips webinars

REGULARLY SCHEDULED
WORKSHOPS

Master the EPSO
REASONING
SKILLLS

« Verbal, Numerical,
Abstract reasoning

« Test methodology +
time management

« EPSO-style simulations
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¢ EU Knowledge

W EU Knowledge Test
e 1500+ practice questions

w) EU Course
e Over 12 hours of elearning
e ALSO available on Spotify

w) EU Policy Briefings
e 18 total | 2 for FREE

w) Webinar: How to Best Prepare for the
EU Knowledge Test
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¢ EUFTE (Written Test)

“> EUFTE Simulations with or without
personalised, individual Evaluation

wy Clear Writing Workshop
o Improve Written Communication Skills
e Not linked to a specific EPSO WT

© eutraining.eu

w) Webinar: EPSO EUFTE Insights

EPSO
EUFTE

INSIGHTS
WEBINAR

-
ny -:’.'.","J

4 June 2025
at 18:30 Brussels time
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ANDRAS BANETH » SONIA GONGL
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" Free resources

EU Exams Preparation Planner

EU Career Compass

5 tips for reasoning skills

5 Mo
’ ' ¢ much time until your exams? How much time do you have to preps
Andras Korizs 't know yet v 1-2 hours  week

EPSO Reaoning Skills Tips & Tricks Al Exams Prep Planner

EPSO 2025
ASK ME ANYTHING

EU Knowledge
Briefing #01:

Free info webcast

European Parliament

[}
W
e AL

Ve
eutraining.eu NS¢~

Regular webcast series
Next one: 17 April

EU Knowledge Briefieng Series
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¢ Community

EPSO Administrator Generalist Exams (AD5)

@ Private group - 41.9K members

n EPSO Administrator Generalist Exam (AD5)

Connect with other
candidates, share
iInformation and stay
updated
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LANGUAGES!

)

¢ AD5 Generalist Prep Package

Abstract Reasoning

Included in
the

discount
packages

0*7>i\

/

\

’ EU Knowledge Test

EUFTE

Simulation+Evaluation



https://eutraining.eu/products/specialist-ad-ast#spc-lawyer-linguists
https://eutraining.eu/products/specialist-ad-ast#spc-lawyer-linguists
https://eutraining.eu/products/specialist-ad-ast#spc-lawyer-linguists
https://eutraining.eu/products/specialist-ad-ast#spc-lawyer-linguists
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THANK YOU
FOR PARTICIPATING.

w Follow us on

ﬁ www.facebook.com/eutraining

m www.linkedin.com/company/eu-training



